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Scene: Grandma, Sara, and Julie are enjoying a lunch outside of Charlie’s, a campus snack bar. 

Her liberal granddaughter, Sara, juxtaposes Grandma, a conservative traditionalist, while Julie, 

the younger granddaughter, is caught in the middle of the ensuing debates. 

 

 

SARA: …but look how many opportunities there are for Julie here! College was the best choice 

for her. She’s basically representing the rights of all females everywhere! Just think, 200 years 

ago, she would have been stuck at home, maybe working in a factory or on a farm. With such 

limited opportunities for fulfilment, I think it’s wonderful that she was able to enroll in college. 

See, here, she can make new friends, fall in love, expand her mind, swim competitively— 

 

GRANDMA (cuts SARA off): HA! Swim! What good will that do for her? It’s not like she can 

make a living off of that. And she’ll get injured, and she’s exposing her body to the world in 

those aquatic leotards. It’s inappropriate and a waste of money! And why does she need to leave 

home to find friends or a husband? I met mine at church, through my mother, so why can’t she 

do the same? When she finds him, he will be able to support her, and she can stay at home and 

care for their children. She does not need a college degree to teach her how to do that. I turned 

out perfectly fine, as did my mother and her mother and her mother before that.  

 

JULIE: Grandma, the world isn’t that restricted anymore. Sara’s right. Sure, previous generations 

were set up that way…but that’s not the life I will choose to lead. Perhaps, primarily because of 

the Enlightenment a few centuries ago, I have that choice.  

 

GRANDMA (scoffs): What is this “Enlightenment?” I’ve never heard about it before. 

 

SARA (aside): That’s because you never went to high school… 

 

GRANDMA (continues):  You must have made that up. It sounds like a song Frank Sinatra 

would have crooned to me over my mother’s prized gramophone. 

 

JULIE: Well no— 

 

SARA (cuts JULIE off): I will explain! It is only the best part of world history in the history of 

forever! It was a wonderful time of progressive ideas of civil and human rights, humanitarian 

ideals and notions of citizenship. Have you ever heard of Bacon? No, not the breakfast food. 

How about Descartes or Newton? Well, it was in their time, and it was part of their commitment, 



among other famous guys I can’t remember right now, to the advancement of science and reason 

as vehicles towards human progress, success, and equality that changed how the world is today. 

Basically, the Enlightenment was this wonderful cultural movement by intellectuals that led to 

the foundation of modern liberalism, representative government, and even the protection of our 

civil liberties. As an American, you know you have the be provided with the right to life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness, right? You can thank the thinkers from the Age of Reason for that 

gift. 

 

GRANDMA: So they wanted to make the world better? It was fine! I don’t know why everyone 

feels the incessant desire to come up with new ideas or perspectives on human nature. The old 

views were just as good, and clearly, God has not changed His view on His children in all of 

eternity. We’re designed in His image and likeness after all. Why do people keep trying to fix 

what is not broken?  

 

SARA: We weren’t broken, Katherine. [GRANDMA’s jaw drops]. We just were not at our 

highest potential. Without a critical, rational worldview, we would all be under the mercy of 

some kind of supreme authority. No, I don’t mean God as the only authority. It was necessary to 

question the absolute authority of the state. Just look up names like Locke and Montesquieu and 

Voltaire. We needed to elect our own leaders that would act in the best interest of the people as a 

whole. Without this intellectual movement, we would not have the same kind of social contract 

we have today, with checks and balances, like in our Bill of Rights or the Constitution. America 

is such a wonderful place to be! [SARA pauses to breathe]. The people wanted change, and they 

got it. I cannot believe you do not know anything about the Enlightenment. It provided the 

foundational intellectual framework for social reforms in a unified global movement. [JULIE 

begins to speak but is immediately cut off]. We are free to sail the seven seas, free to worship as 

we please…free to speak and free to hear, free from want and free from fear… [SARA sighs]. 

You must have heard Bing Crosby sing that at some point. It is just beautiful. 

 

GRANDMA: Yes, yes, freedom is wonderful. [nearby chapel bells ring]. Ah, now that is what is 

beautiful. [Pauses until bells silence]. So, here’s my concern. You mentioned that these figments 

of the “Enlightenment” had notions of citizenship— 

 

JULIE (cuts off GRANDMA): That is in the terms as opposed to barbarism, Grandma. You know, 

moving away from primitive morals, arbitrary power, and ruthless violence. The Enlightenment 

wanted assimilation, not annihilation.  

 

GRANDMA: Precisely my point. Does no one else see the problem when everyone assimilates? 

 

SARA: Well, we are all obviously able to be different and unique now. I’m not sure what you 

mean. 



 

JULIE: She has a point, silly. She’s actually starting to sound like Kierkegaard. When we have 

all assimilated and all become equal under the ideals of the Enlightenment, we become clones. 

It’s basically an economic communism – take this campus for example. If we’re all so alike, we 

have lost the value of the individual. Assumption College is, on paper, an institution deeply 

rooted in the Catholic intellectual tradition. But in practice? What has happened to the individual, 

or the religious soul, under the idiocy of the Enlightenment? [SARA gasps]. Religion 

disappeared! Other than the granting of religious freedom in this country, look at what the 

Enlightenment has done to this college. 

 

GRANDMA (aside): What kind of godless place is this… 

 

JULIE: Here, am I a student to be educated and transformed into a graduate “known for critical 

intelligence, thoughtful citizenship and compassionate service?” Is Assumption really a 

“Christian community committed to the education of the total person, in relationship to God, self 

and others?” Because that’s what the school claims it aims for. I think that might be true, in part. 

But I also feel like a number on a spreadsheet, allowing for the steady income of the corporation-

style organization. Is Assumption an establishment for the consumer? We could just be part of a 

feeder school for corporations, a funnel to getting a future job. Am I paying to go to college, 

burdening myself down with loans, just to make connections and network for a future career? Or 

am I here for the intrinsic benefit of understanding? Is that even reasonable to desire anymore in 

this consumer-driven world? [sighs].  

 

SARA: Don’t blame that on the Enlightenment! 

 

JULIE: And why not? Sure, I can go to school, swim, and wear my jeans and sweatshirts 

whenever I want! But there has to be more to life than just the freedom to do that. There has to 

be more than piling on the loans. And, as an English major, I’ve been subject of criticism that I 

will not be able to find a job that will pay off those debts… Warned that I will be unable to make 

a career out of my passion and that I should be changing to something more realistic like 

mathematics or science. On the other hand, maybe Assumption is genuinely for the development 

of the individual, religiously or academically. There is the element of humanity we desperately 

need nowadays. So my passion could realistically become my life’s work with that foundation 

and support…if Career Services stops telling me to network and update my LinkedIn profile. 

 

GRANDMA: When I was your age, we would stay home and do needle work and make 

vestments for Father Daniel— 

 

JULIE: Stop, both of you! We need more give and take than that. We need a compromise 

between religion and the Enlightenment ideals of freedom and equality, which brushed Christian 



thought under the rug. In this crass world, we don’t respect humanity and we neglect the 

importance of religion. There has to be more to life than being well-fed and wealthy. Just the 

other week there were a couple dozen people fired from this “religious” institution, cutting them 

away because the spreadsheet made the authorities do it, regardless of the humanity of the 

situation. Money has taken over. 

 

SARA [as if in a daze]: All the people should share their money, pool their resources… 

 

JULIE: And for as far as being a religious institution, what about religion in the classroom? 

We’re educating a new generations of Disney-fied Catholics, tweeting about how adorable Pope 

Franky looks in his glasses but unable to intellectually defend their own Church and doctrine. 

They don’t know the truth or the teachings, but rather snip-its of Scripture that fit into a 140-

character social media broadcast. Why understand the meaning of 1Corinthians 13:4-8 when you 

can tweet about it or get it tattooed on your body like some pop culture song lyric? It’s 

infuriating, how this campus even narrows the scope of the Bible teachings in the classroom, 

spending the greater portion of every semester concentrating on Genesis and skirting around the 

entirety of the New Testament, the very thing that separates us from Judaism. We don’t take the 

soul seriously enough anymore, anywhere. 

 

GRANDMA: Let’s go back home, there’s a room set aside for you in the country. County Cork 

is lovely, in the south west of your rightful homeland… maybe a little more rainy, but we can 

rescue your soul, have an intervention. Flee from this “enlightened” college and life in 

modernity— 

 

SARA: No, no, this is what it’s really about. Look at the equality on campus and the 

opportunities and the promise of tomorrow. She could collect so many new friends too! Like 

Graz, the quirky Italian exchange student. Or Twee, that quiet girl who really loves anime. Or 

Steve, a proud, albeit struggling, street musician. [SARA pauses to recount her own eccentric 

group of friends]. Imagine if there was no Heaven. [GRANDMA looks concerned]. We would 

live the same as we do today…wouldn’t it be lovely if I could teach the world to sing? And 

everyone had their own bed of flowers, and there was never a shortage of warm chocolate chip 

cookies. And no one would be bothered by my fluffy cat Leonardo and my dinosaur paintings at 

home, but rather embrace the love they have to offer humanity. And the sunshine and butterflies! 

It’s not a cliché if it’s a reality! 

 

GRANDMA: What about religion? 

 

SARA: Jeesh, Katherine. Look at the wonderful things we already have, it’s nearly the age of 

Aquarius! Better things are coming, like that new iPad update that we were promised. The 



progress and updates will wash away the old. What more do we need? Realistically, why would 

religion be important here? We have everything we need. 

 

JULIE: [groans]. But we don’t have everything we need! By neglecting the spiritual part of your 

humanity, are you truly living well? Ugh, now that’s too philosophical to get into right now. 

[JULIE takes a bite of her French fries]. You’re much more lively than Grandma is, but you’re 

also ten times more flaky— 

 

SARA: It’s up to us to cultivate our own gardens (Candide)! We should spend the time studying 

wisdom and truth and love and beauty and equality. The Enlightenment was more than  just a 

bunch of dead guys in wigs, Katherine. Break away from your tutelage and use your own 

understand! Don’t let the Church, your parents, your friends, the President, or even your waiter 

make decisions for you! Katherine, you’re so used to having guardians protect you and tell you 

what is right, binding you to them and making it hard to break out. You’ve become afraid of the 

dangers of your own decisions (Kant). Although you will fall a few times, you will eventually be 

able to walk…well, think…for yourself. God, Katherine, you’re so stiff. 

 

JULIE [throws fork onto plate]: Okay, everyone relax. You’re both right, in various ways. But 

we still need a balance, of thinking for ourselves but also being guided under a divine being…for 

myself, that’s the Christian God. We need faith combined with reason. You’re right about the 

tutelage comment though… that’s a great word for Scrabble too. But we’ve become so afraid of 

the dangers of making our own decisions that modernity has shirked almost all responsibility 

unto others. Procrastination at its finest, if you can get someone else to think for you, why think 

at all? So with that line of thought, we’ve entered into a world of materialism. Yes, Sara, it was 

the Age of Reason…but with a minimized religious influence and the development of science 

and technology, we have substituted the salvation of our souls for manufactured, earthly 

happiness. [stands up]. Stop shaking your head, you mentioned yourself that iPad update that 

you’ve been waiting for. Will that really grant you genuine happiness? Or short-lived, cloned 

happiness that is available to everyone with WiFi connectivity? So step back and think about the 

good, the bad, and the ugly of the Enlightenment. Yes, it was wonderful in theory: freedom, 

equality, happiness, human rights for all. And pre-Enlightenment was an awful place with 

horrible inequality and awful things that warranted this movement. But the movement was 

botched in practice, since people are not born equal. Someone will always have different skills 

from someone else, one always dominating the other. Our shift from creature to citizen to 

consumer forgot another important C word…Christ. We’re free, but with little sense of a 

community, overruled by individualism. As Christians, you would think we care for our 

neighbors, but under a booming economy, the Church becomes weak and scarcely attended. 

What accounts for that? Consumerism. They attempted to recognize that every individual has 

potential, but there was no structure so that it was not squandered. Overly optimistic, the 

Enlightenment never accounted for something in human beings that could not be satisfied by 



material goods…it didn’t account for the yearning for God…didn’t even allow room for Original 

Sin. In an attempt to turn human beings into, I don’t know…happy animals, our only desire 

became the need to find fulfillment on earth. But that enlightened scientific revolution tore 

people away from the Church. If everyone begins thinking for themselves, it’s a million times 

harder to govern and…well, in the state of nature, we’re in a primitive condition. Like Rousseau 

and Hobbes tried to teach us, we’re naturally savage and selfish, lacking law and morality. So 

not everyone would be able to have that chocolate chip cookie, that’s unrealistic. Including 

Original Sin and the Fall, then perhaps we could explain some of those behaviors and have a 

better understanding. But, while marvelous things happened because of the Enlightenment, 

plenty of monstrous bad happened as well. 

 

[SARA and GRANDMA look confusedly at each other and slowly begin to nod].  

 

Scene fades to black. 

 

Fin. 

 


